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Stocking Stuffing Santa

If you look at labels on toys this year, you realize Santa is no longer at the North Pole...  

he’s in Hong Kong.

Saint Nicholas of 

Myra is the primary 

inspiration for the 

Christian figure of 

Sinterklaas. He was a 

4th century Greek 

Christian bishop of 

Myra (now Demre) in 

Lycia, a province of 

 the Byzantine 

Anatolia, now in 

Turkey. Nicholas was 

famous for his 

generous gifts to the 

poor, in particular 

presenting the three 

impoverished daughters of a 

pious Christian with dowries so

that they would not have to become 

prostitutes. He was very religious from 

an early age and devoted his life 

entirely to Christianity. In continental 

Europe (more precisely the 

Netherlands, Belgium, Austria and 

Germany) he is usually portrayed as a 

bearded bishop in canonical robes.
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